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Partner Housing Australasia (Building) Incorporated 

Partner Housing Australasia is an entirely voluntary organisation, which aims to transform the 
lives of people living in Asia-Pacific villages by improving the cyclone, earthquake and tsunami 
resistance of their houses, clinics, schools and community buildings; and by providing clean 
water supplies and hygienic sanitation. 

 

Copyright  

 © Quasar Management Services Pty Ltd 

All rights are reserved.  Permission is given for not-for-profit NGOs (non-governmental 
organizations) and agencies of the governments of South Pacific countries to use this material in 
the preparation of building skills training programs and for the design, specification and 
construction of affordable housing and associated infrastructure in the South Pacific region.  Use 
of this material for any other commercial purposes is prohibited without the written permission of 
the copyright owner.  

 

 

 

Policy 

Partner Housing Australasia operates two program streams –  

(i) Practical design and construction of particular South Pacific village buildings, water 
and sanitation infrastructure; and  

(ii) High level research and advice to government agencies (and similar) relating to 
design standards and regulations for village buildings, water and sanitation 
infrastructure. 

To ensure that both streams are informed by human rights considerations (including [but not 
limited to] gender, disability, and health issues) Partner Housing Australasia shall conduct an 
on-going research program, augmented by regular site observations and discussions with 
Partner Organisations. The on-going research program shall include the following elements –  

(i) Human Rights Issues – Definition of the issues relevant to Partner Housing 
Australasia South Pacific village programs; 

(ii) Population Statistics – Collection and analysis of available gender, disability, health 
and other statistics for each country serviced by Partner Housing Australasia. 

(iii) Building Regulations – Collection and analysis of building regulations (including those 
that relate to gender, disability, health and other human right provisions) for each 
country serviced by Partner Housing Australasia. 

(iv) Collaborative Research - Partnerships with one or more Australian university, to 
research building practices (including consideration of human rights in village 
building).  

(v) Design Outcomes – Description of various design options resulting from the previous 
part of this research program.  

(vi) Partner Housing Australasia Analysis – Analysis of Partner Housing Australasia’s 
activities in the context of the human rights criteria and other key policies of the 
organisation.   

(vii) In-country monitoring of Human Rights – Partner Housing Australasia shall conduct 
on-going in-country monitoring to detect any obvious breaches of human rights. 
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Part 1 – Human Rights Issues 

 

Scope 

This Part provides definition and description of the human rights issues relevant to Partner 
Housing Australasia1 South Pacific village programs. 

 

Purpose 

This document serves as the source reference for the Partner Housing Australasia “Constitution, 
Policies and Code of Conduct” Policy No 98 “Human Rights in Aid Development”. 

 

Location 

Partner Housing Australasia construction projects are in poor rural villages in the Asia-Pacific 
region, with the major focus on the South Pacific. Major work is concentrated in Papua New 
Guinea and Vanuatu, and there is a small latrine construction program in Philippines. 

 

Context of Analyses 

The human rights issues considered here (and listed below) are considered within the context of 
these locations. 

The assembly of statistical data and corresponding analyses are therefore limited to Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. 

A separate research project is considered for Philippines in Part 4 Collaborative Research. 

 

Racial or ethnic discrimination  

Buildings, water reticulation and sanitary facilities constructed by Partner Housing Australasia are 
for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and reflect culture of all potential users. 

 

Religious or caste discrimination  

Buildings, water reticulation and sanitary facilities constructed by Partner Housing Australasia are 
for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and reflect culture of all potential users. 

 

Gender, gender identity, sexuality or sexual orientation discrimination  

Buildings, water reticulation and sanitary facilities constructed by Partner Housing Australasia are 
for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, sexuality or sexual orientation, and 
reflect culture of all potential users. 

 

 

1 Partner Housing Australasia (Building) Incorporated is referred herein as Partner Housing 
Australasia. 
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Poverty, class or socio-economic status 

Buildings, water reticulation and sanitary facilities constructed by Partner Housing Australasia are 
for use by all people, irrespective of poverty, class or socio-economic status, and reflect culture 
of all potential users. Notwithstanding, all Partner Housing Australasia construction projects are 
in poor rural villages in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

Genocide  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations do not tolerate genocide. There is no 
reported genocide in the places where Partner Housing Australasia operates. 

 

Torture and cruelty   

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations do not tolerate torture or cruelty. 
There is no reported torture or cruelty in the places where Partner Housing Australasia operates. 

 

Statelessness  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations are compassionate to stateless 
people. There is no significant statelessness where Partner Housing Australasia operates. 

 

Refugees  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations have a compassionate approach to 
refugees. There are no reported refugees in the places where Partner Housing Australasia 
operates. 

 

Slavery   

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations do not tolerate slavery. There is no 
reported slavery in the places where Partner Housing Australasia operates. This is 
notwithstanding some instances of exploitation. 

 

Women's rights and discrimination against women  

Buildings and sanitary facilities include appropriate privacy for women. Some communal 
standpipes in remote parts of Solomon Islands do not provide privacy for women (or men), but 
only where this is culturally acceptable, all showering is carried out fully clothed, and in the 
presence of others of the same gender. 

 

Disabilities  

It is recognised that in unpaved remote villages, people with disabilities are assisted to access 
buildings, communal standpipes and sanitary facilities. 

 

Child protection  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations ensure that there is no risk to children, 
including risks related to images and sex exploitation. 
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Child rights  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations ensure that buildings are safely 
accessible to children. 

 

Worker health & safety  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations minimise the risk of injury or death 
occurring during the execution of construction projects, including the travel to and from the sites. 

 

Privacy  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations minimise the risk of private information 
being exposed as a result of Partner Housing activities. 

 

Anti-terrorism and money laundering  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations minimise the risk of facilitating 
terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring inappropriate activity. 

 

Complaints Handling  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations ensure that all complaints will be 
properly considered. 

 

Non-development Activity  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations ensure that non-development activity 
will not be undertaken during the project execution. 

 

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & Misconduct  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations ensure that the is no bullying, sexual 
harassment or misconduct. 

 

Whistle Blowing  

Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisations facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing 
in all associated organisations. 
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Part 2 – Population Statistics 

 

Scope 

This Part provides for the collection and analysis of statistics available for major country reports 
that include data on gender, disability, health and other statistics for each country serviced by 
Partner Housing Australasia. 

 

Purpose 

The purpose of collecting and analysing this data is to provide human rights context to the design 
decisions for buildings, water and sanitation facilities. 

 

Statistics to be Considered 

Based on the analysis in Part 1, the key statistics collected and analyses are –  

• Women’s Empowerment and Domestic Violence 

• Disabilities  

• Child Labour and Child Discipline 

in 

• Papua New Guinea 

• Solomon Islands 

• Vanuatu 

 
These key statistics provide the core information used to inform the design process, ensuring that 
decisions are made in the context of available data. 
 

Monitoring and Stakeholder Consultation 

It must be emphasised that design informed by the data described above is only one tool in the 
armoury of the professional designer.  

Designs must be augmented by stakeholder consultation, including on-site discussion 
with residents of the villages where buildings and infrastructure are to be constructed.  
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Papua New Guinea 

 

Source: Papua New Guinea Demographic and Health Survey 2016-18 

 

Empowerment of Women 

Key Findings 

Employment and control over earnings: Men are more likely to be employed than women in 
Papua New Guinea. Sixty-four percent of currently married men were employed in the past 12 
months, as compared with only 36% of currently married women. Forty-six percent of currently 
married women with cash earnings decide independently on how their earnings are used. About 
half of women and men report that they make joint decisions regarding husbands’ cash earnings.  

Ownership of property: More men than women own a house (60% versus 49%) and land (65% 
versus 44%). Cumulatively, of women and of men own a house, while of women and of men own 
land.  

Participation in decision making: More than 8 in 10 currently married women participate, either by 
themselves or jointly with their husband, in decisions regarding their own health care, while 70% 
decide alone or jointly on making major household purchases and 79% decide alone or jointly on 
visiting their family or relatives. Sixty-two percent participate in all three decisions, while 10% do 
not participate in any of the decisions.  

Attitudes towards wife beating: 70% of women and 72% of men believe that a husband is justified 
in beating his wife in at least one of five specified situations.  

Empowerment and health outcomes: Use of a contraceptive method is higher among women 
who participate in one or more household decisions. In most cases, women’s participation in 
decision making is positively associated with reproductive health seeking behaviour related to 
antenatal care, delivery from a skilled provider, and postnatal checks. 
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Domestic Violence 

Experience of violence: 56% of women age 15-49 in Papua New Guinea have experienced 
physical violence since age 15, and 28% have experienced sexual violence. Eighteen percent of 
women who have ever been pregnant have experienced violence during pregnancy.  

Spousal violence: 63% of ever-married women have experienced spousal physical, sexual, or 
emotional violence. The most common type of spousal violence is physical violence (54%), 
followed by emotional violence (51%). Twenty-nine percent of women have experienced spousal 
sexual violence.  

Injuries due to spousal violence: 57% of women who have experienced spousal physical or 
sexual violence have sustained injuries. Cuts, bruises, or aches are the most common types of 
injuries reported.  

Help seeking: 35% of women who have ever experienced physical or sexual violence have 
sought help, while 13% have never sought help but have told someone about the violence. 
Thirty-nine percent of women who have experienced any type of physical or sexual violence have 
not sought help or told anyone about the violence. 
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Source:  PAPUA NEW GUINEA’S VOLUNTARY NATIONALREVIEW 2020 – Progress of 
Implementing the Sustainable Development Goals 
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Disabilities 
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Solomon Islands 

Source: Solomon Islands Demographic and Health Survey 2015 Final Report 
 
Empowerment of Women 

 

KEY FINDINGS 

• Nearly 52% of currently married women and 91% of currently married men are 
employed. The percentage of currently employed married women and men 
increased from 42% and 87% respectively in the SIDHS 2006–2007. 

• About 39% of women are engaged in paid (cash) employment (versus 33% in 
2006–2007) compared with 50% of men (versus 52% in 2006–2007). 

• The percentage of unpaid working women declined slightly from 56% in 2006–
2007 to 50% in 2015. Only 27% of women who earn cash decide on how their 
own earnings are spent. The majority of women (56%) who earn cash make joint 
decisions with their husband or partner about the use of their earnings. 
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• About 66% of currently married women participate in all three decisions regarding: 
their own health care, making household purchases, and visits to their family or 
relatives. This is an improvement from 57% in 2006–2007. 

• About six in ten women own a house and about four in ten women own land, 
mostly in joint ownership with their husbands. Ownership of assets is less 
influenced by background demographic characteristics. 

• Close to eight in ten women agree with at least one of the specified justifications 
for wife beating, an increase from about seven in ten women in 2006–2007. This 
indicates that the majority of women still believe that violence against women is 
justified under certain circumstances. Close to six in ten men agree with at least 
one specified justification for wife beating. 

• The use of contraception is lower among women who do not participate in any 
household decisions than those who do. A similar finding was observed in 2006–
2007. 
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Disabilities  

KEY FINDINGS  

• Difficulties in seeing, hearing, walking or climbing stairs were the most common 
types of disabilities reported during the SIDHS 2015.  

• About 10% of all people aged 5 years and older have some difficulties in seeing, 
6% reported having some difficulties in hearing, the same percentage (6%) 
reported having some difficulties in walking, 7% reported having some difficulties 
in climbing stairs, 8.4% reported having some difficulties in cognition 
(remembering or concentrating), 4% reported having some difficulties in self-care 
(washing or dressing), and 3% reported having some difficulties in communication.  

• The prevalence of disability increases with age, with those aged 60 and over 
showing higher percentages of disabilities compared with those aged 5–59.  

• The prevalence of disability is higher among rural populations than urban 
populations.  

• About 16% of males and 17% of females have a mild to severe disability.  

• One-half of people aged 60 and older reported having a mild to severe disability, 
with about 24% within the same age group indicating that they have a moderate to 
severe disability.  

• Nearly 17% of people living in rural areas have a mild to severe disability, 
compared with 15% of people in urban areas.  

• Of those with a mild to severe disability, about 54% have primary level education; 
those with moderate to severe disability, 46% have primary level and from those 
with severe disability only 28% claimed to have primary level of education.  

• Secondary level among the population with mild to severe disability accounted for 
6% while only 3% among the population with severe disability.  

• 66% of the population with a mild to severe disability are legally married; of those 
with severe disability only 28% are in the same married status. 
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Child Labour and Child Discipline 

 

KEY FINDINGS  

• Over 3 out of 5 children (62%) aged 5–11 in Solomon Islands are involved in child 
labour activities; this percentage is higher than that of its neighboring country, 
Vanuatu, at 50%.  

• The majority of children aged 5–11 who are involved in child labour activities work 
for a family business for at least 1 hour per week and do household chores for 
less than 28 hours per week.  

• Children aged 5–11 are more likely to be involved in child labour activities if they 
reside in rural areas; and, more female children are involved in child labour 
activities than male children. The percentage of children engaged in labour 
declines with the mother’s increasing level of education and wealth.  

• About 12% of children aged 12–14 are involved in child labour activities in 
Solomon Islands, with the majority working for a family business, followed by 
doing household chores for less than 28 hours per week. 

• Child labour among children aged 12–14 is more common among female children, 
children living in rural areas, and children whose mother has no education.  

• The majority of children (86%) aged 2–14 receive some form of violent discipline, 
with children living in rural areas, those living in lower wealth quintile households, 
and those whose mother or caretaker has very little education, are more likely to 
experience this type of disciplinary method.  

• The most common method of child discipline is psychological aggression, with 
78% of children aged 2–14 having received this type of discipline in the month 
prior to the survey. 
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Vanuatu 

 

Source:  Vanuatu Demographic and Health Survey 2013 Final Report 
 

Disabilities 

Key Findings 

• About 11% of all people aged 5 and over reported having some form of disability.  

• Difficulties in seeing, hearing and walking or climbing were the most common 
types of disabilities reported during the survey.  

• The prevalence of disability increases with age, from about 4% among children 
aged 5–17, to 9% among people aged 18–59, and 61% among those aged 60 and 
above.  

• The prevalence of disability was higher among rural population compared to urban 
population (12% and 9%)  

• Nearly 4% of men and 3% of women reported having a mild to severe disability.  

• Over 14% of people 60 years and older reported having a mild to severe disability 
compared with 11% with those indicating a moderate to severe disability.  

• About 4% of people living in rural areas reported having a mild to severe disability, 
as compared with nearly 3% of people in urban areas.  

• Among those with a primary level education, 66% reported having a mild to severe 
disability, 62% reported having a moderate to severe disability, and 31% had a 
severe disability.  

• Among those having attained the highest education level, 9% reported having a 
mild to severe disability, and 3% a moderate to severe disability.  

• Among the population who are legally married, 64% had a mild to severe 
disability, 52% had a moderate to severe disability, and 28% had a severe 
disability.  

• Among the never married, 37% had a severe disability. 
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Women’s Empowerment 

• 63% of men believe that a wife alone, or jointly with her husband, should participate in all 
five specified decisions: 1) major household purchases, 2) household purchases for daily 
needs, 3) visits to wife’s family or relatives, 4) what to do with the money the wife earns, 
and 5) how many children to have.  

• About 6% of men in rural areas are not in favour of women making or being part of 
household decision-making, although this percentage declines with education level.  

• A greater proportion of men in higher wealth quintiles feel that woman should be part of 
household decision-making.  

• 91% of men agreed that both men and women should make decisions on how many kids 
to have and how to spend cash earned by women.  

• 60% of women feel that wife beating is justified in certain circumstances.  

• The most widely accepted reason for wife beating is neglecting the children (49%).  

• 63% of women believe that a woman has the right to refuse sex with her husband for all 
three specific reasons: 1) she knows the husband has a sexually transmitted infection 
(STI), 2) she knows the husband has intercourse with other women, and 3) she is tired or 
not in the mood.  

• 66% of men believe that a woman has the right to refuse sex with her husband for all the 
specific reasons: 1) she knows the husband has a sexually transmitted infection (STI), 2) 
she knows the husband has intercourse with other women, and 3) she is tired or not in 
the mood.  

• 16% of men believe that the most acceptable response if a wife refuses to have sex with 
her husband is for the husband to get angry and reprimand her.  

• 79% of men disagree with any action a man would take against his wife for refusing to 
have sex. 
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Child Labour and Discipline 

• About 20% of children aged 5-11 and less than one percent (0.7%) children aged 
12-14 in Vanuatu are involved with child labour activities.  

• Just over 3% of children aged of 5–11 years engage in paid or economic work; of 
these, most are females in rural areas.  

• 21% of young children aged 5–11 years engage in child labour activities.  

• The number of children who attend school and who are involved in labour 
activities decreases with a household’s wealth status.  

• 77% of children aged 2–14 years are subjected to at least one form of 
psychological punishment by their mother or caretaker or other household 
member.  

• Children aged 5–9 years in rural areas are vulnerable to severe physical 
punishment.  

• Violent discipline is high in both rural areas (experienced by 72% of children) and 
urban areas (70%).  

• 90% of households have water only and no cleansing agents for washing hands.  

• 74% of households in urban areas have soap and water for hand washing 
compared with only 45% in rural areas. 
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Part 3 – Building Regulations 

 

Scope 

This Part provides examines the building regulations for regulations related to human rights in 
village building and infrastructure (including those that relate to gender, disability, health and 
other human right provisions) for each country serviced by Partner Housing Australasia. 

 

Background 

In cities of the South Pacific region, building design and construction generally follow established 
building regulations and design standards. However, remote village housing and infrastructure in 
these countries often incorporate traditional materials and detailing, which do not necessarily 
provide the reliability implicit in modern regulations.  

 

Countries Covered by this Manual 

The following countries are covered by this Manual – American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, 
French Polynesia, Kiribati, Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu, Wallis and Futuna.  

 

Locations Where Building Regulations are Enforced 

In those locations where building regulations are enacted and routinely enforced, all new 
construction should adhere to those regulations. For example, construction in cities and in 
developed countries should adhere to local building regulations. 

The following clause appears in the National Building Codes for Cook Islands, Fiji, Niue, 
Solomon Islands, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.  

Schedule of Referenced Documents - The Standards and other documents listed in Table 1 are 
referred to in this Code. In order to reduce possible confusion/conflict, the Standards produced 
by the Standards Association of Australia or by the Standards Association of New Zealand as 
seen to be particularly relevant, have been called up. However, Code users are free to use any 
suitable mix of Australian and New Zealand Standards provided care is taken to follow consistent 
technical principles and prevalent practices. Where Standards from either Australia or New 
Zealand do not cover any specific area, the relevant Standards issued by the British Standards 
Institution or the American Society for Testing Materials may be used. 

 

Village Buildings where Building Regulations are Not Enforced 

This applies only to small detached village buildings (such as houses and small community 
buildings), presenting a low degree of hazard to life and other property in case of failure. The 
following clause (from the National Building Codes for Cook Islands, Fiji, Niue, Solomon Islands, 
Tuvalu and Vanuatu) is considered applicable.  

Schedule of Referenced Documents - The Standards and other documents listed in Table 1 are 
referred to in this Code. In order to reduce possible confusion/conflict, the Standards produced 
by the Standards Association of Australia or by the Standards Association of New Zealand as 
seen to be particularly relevant, have been called up. However, Code, users are free to use any 
suitable mix of Australian and New Zealand Standards provided care is taken to follow consistent 
technical principles and prevalent practices. Where Standards from either Australia or New 
Zealand do not cover any specific area, the relevant Standards issued by the British Standards 
Institution or the American Society for Testing Materials may be used. 
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Papua New Guinea Building Regulations 

 

The following regulatory documents and commentaries are available to Partner Housing 
Australasia from the Quasar technical library. 

In electronic format –   

 

 

Building Regulation 1994 [100%] 
(From Papua New Guinea Consolidated Legislation; 1 January 1994 

Building Act 1971 [51%] 
(From Papua New Guinea Consolidated Legislation; 1 January 1971 

Public Health Ordinance 1932-1938 - Building Regulations  
(From Laws of the Territory of New Guinea 1921-1945 (Annotated) 

Building Ordinance, 1929  
(From Laws of the Territory of Papua 1888-1945 (Annotated)    

Building Regulations URL: http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/consol_act/br1994182 

 

 
  

http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/pg/legis/consol_act/br1994182/br1994182.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/consol_act
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/pg/legis/consol_act/ba197191/ba197191.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/consol_act
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/pg/legis/newguinea_annotated/pho19321938br379/?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/newguinea_annotated
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/pg/legis/PG-papua_annotated/bo1929144/?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/PG-papua_annotated
http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/consol_act/br1994182
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The issues covered in this document are additional to the normal architectural and engineering 
design practices, which are also regulated by the be building regulations. 

Following are extracts from the Papua New Guinea Building Regulations that are relevant to 
design and construction of buildings to cater specifically for disability and/or gender issues. 

 

The buildings designed and funded by Partner Housing Australasia are Class I, Class IXa or IXb. 

Class I residences which may comprise one or more buildings including any habitable 
outbuildings which in association constitute– (i) a single dwelling-house, terrace 
house, townhouse, row house, villa house, or the like, which may be detached or 
separated by a common wall; or …. 

Class IX Buildings of a public nature, comprising– (i) schools and institutional buildings as 
defined in Section 25 being of Class IXa; and (ii) assembly buildings as defined in Section 
25 being of Class IXb, but excluding portions of such buildings that are of Class III or 
used as laboratories; 

The PNG Building Regulation requirements for “Access for Persons with Disabilities” are set out 
below.  

Class I dwellings are excluded from the provisions, 

The following concessions for Class IXa and IXb buildings mean that the relatively small 
community health buildings, educational buildings and community buildings built by Partner 
Housing Australasia and its  Partner Organisation (Vision for Homes) in remote locations are also 
exempt.  

Class IXa To all areas normally accessible to patients/ residents - Applies to buildings of 
this class other than prisons, and only to buildings located in provincial cities or outside 
the capitals if they contain more than 100 beds. 

Class IXb and IXc 

To all areas normally accessible to patients/ residents – Applies to buildings in provincial 
capital cities only and buildings designed to seat/ cater for more than 50 persons.  

 

Given the lack of regulation covering disability and gender issues for the relatively small 
community health buildings, educational buildings and community buildings in remote locations, 
Partner Housing Australasia and its Partner Organisation (Vision for Homes) shall consult closely 
with the relevant local health and education authorities to determine their specific requirements to 
cater for disability and gender issues. 
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PART XV. – ACCESS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES. 

294. APPLICATION OF PART. 

Subject to Section 297, this Part applies to buildings of Classes III, V, VI, 
VII, VIII and IX occupancy. 

295. ACCESS TO BUILDINGS. 

Access for persons with disabilities shall be provided to buildings as set 
out in the following Table by means of a continuous path of travel in accordance 
with AS 1428.1.– 

(a) from a road boundary of the allotment; and 

(b) from any carpark space on the allotment (whether within or 
outside the building)– 

(i) that is set aside for people with disabilities using the 
building; or 

(ii) if there are no carpark spaces set aside for them, from any 
carpark area that serves the building; and 

(c) from any other building on the allotment to which access for people 
with disabilities is required. 

TABLE (SECTION 295) – REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESS FOR PEOPLE 
WITH DISABILITIES 

Class of Building Access Requirements 

Class 3  

(a) Common areas of 
buildings that are 
required to be 
accessible. 

The entrance floor and to all 
public areas on every floor. 

(b) If the building 
contains– 

To and within– 

More than 20 units. One sole-occupancy unit 

More than 49 but not 
more than 99 units. 

2 sole-occupancy units 

More than 99 units. 3 sole-occupancy units 

(c) If accommodation is 
provided for more 
than 20 persons 
other than in sole-
occupancy units– 

 

up to 49 beds 2 beds 

more than 49 but not 
more than 99 beds 

4 beds 

more than 99 beds 6 beds 
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Class of Building Access Requirements 

Note that for the 
purposes of this Table, a 
double bed counts as 1 
bed. 

6 beds 

Class V and VII To and within the entrance floor if 
its floor area is more than 500mÒ. 

Class VII To and within the entrance floor if 
the total floor area of the building 
is more than 3000mÒ. 

Class VIII To and within the entrance floor if 
the total floor area of the building, 
excluding any part used as a 
laboratory, is more than 1000mÒ. 

and  

Class V, VI, VII and VIII To and within any floor if 
irrespective of floor area, the floor 
is not more than 190mm at the 
point of entrance above or below 
the adjacent finished ground level; 
and 

within any other floor to which 
vertical access by way of a ramp, 
step ramp or kerb ramp complying 
with AS 1428.1 or a passenger lift 
is provided. 

Class IXa 

To all areas normally accessible to 
patients/ residents 

Applies to buildings of this class 
other than prisons, and only to 
buildings located in provincial 
cities or outside the capitals if 
they contain more than 100 beds. 

Class IXb and IXc 

To all areas normally accessible to 
patients/ residents 

Applies to buildings in provincial 
capital cities only and buildings 
designed to seat/ cater for more 
than 50 persons. 

Class IXd 

To all areas normally accessible to 
patients/ residents 

Applies to buildings designed to 
seat/ cater for more than 50 
persons. 

296. PARTS OF BUILDINGS TO BE ACCESSIBLE. 

(1) Access for persons with disabilities shall be provided– 

(a) from the doorway at the entrance floor providing access to any 
sanitary compartment required for the use of people with 
disabilities; and 
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(b) to areas normally used by the occupants, excluding any plantroom, 
commercial kitchen, cleaners’ store room, maintenance accessway, 
rigging loft, or the like. 

(2) A path of travel providing required access must not include a stairway, 
turnstile, revolving door, escalator or other impediment which would prevent a 
person in a wheelchair using it. 

(3) Access, finishes and fittings, including passageways, ramps, steps 
ramps or kerb ramps, passenger lifts, signs, doorways and other parts of the 
building required by this Part shall comply at least with the provisions of AS 
1428.1, excluding any references within the Standard to AS 1735.12. 

297. CONCESSIONS. 

It is not necessary to provide access for persons with disabilities to– 

(a) more than 30% of the public space in a restaurant, cafe, bar, 
function room, or the like, in building of a Class VI or Class IXb 
occupancy; or 

(b) a mezzanine; or 

(c) a space not regarded as a storey by definition; or 

(d) more than one car parking space for each 100 spaces in a public 
carpark; or 

(e) any area if access would be inappropriate because of the particular 
purpose for which the area is used. 

 

 

57. GENERAL. 

(1) In a building of Class I, II or IV occupancy a bathroom or shower room 
may include clothes washing facilities or a water closet, or both, if the floor area 
is increased in accordance with Section 67. 

(2) Facilities for the washing of clothes shall not be installed in a kitchen 
or any room for the preparation, cooking or consumption of food. 

(3) A bathroom shall have installed a plunge bath or alternatively a 
shower and access shall be provided to a water supply suitable for personal 
washing. 

(4) Closets constructed in a group shall be separated by means of 
partitions extending to a height of not less than 1,800mm and each closet shall 
be provided with a door. 

(5) Water closets for the different sexes, where adjoining, shall be 
separated by full height walls and conveniences for each sex shall be properly 
designated by conspicuous lettering or by other approved means. ……. 
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Solomon Islands Building Regulations 

 

The following regulatory documents and commentaries are available to Partner Housing 
Australasia from the Quasar technical library. 

In electronic format –   

 

 

To be copied on request from hard copy documents –   

National Building Code for Solomon Islands  

Partial Commentary of the National Building Code Solomon Islands 

Building Standards Ordinance 1991  
(From Solomon Islands Western Province Consolidated Legislation 1999; 1 January 1991  

Solomon Islands Western Province Building Act & Regulations 

Local Government Act - Subsidiary  
(From Solomon Islands Consolidated Legislation 

 

The issues covered in this document are additional to the normal architectural and engineering 
design practices, which are also regulated by the be building regulations. 

Following are extracts from the Papua New Guinea Building Regulations that are relevant to 
design and construction of buildings to cater specifically for disability and/or gender issues. 

http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/sb/legis/wp_consol_act_1999/bso1991235/bso1991235.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/sb/legis/wp_consol_act_1999
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/sb/legis/consol_act/lgas299/lgas299.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/sb/legis/consol_act
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Vanuatu Building Regulations 
 

The following regulatory documents and commentaries are available to Partner Housing 
Australasia from the Quasar Management Services Pty Limited technical library. 

In electronic format –   

 

 

To be copied on request from hard copy documents –   

National Building Code for Vanuatu  

Partial Commentary of the National Building Code Vanuatu 
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Building Regulations of other South Pacific Countries  

Set out below are references to the Building Acts and Building Regulations of South Pacific 
countries other than Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. 

Generic 

URL: http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/consol_act/br1994182 

 

Australia 

National Construction Code 2019 – BCA Volumes One, Two and Three 

 

Cook Islands 

National Building Code for Cook Islands 

Partial Commentary of the National Building Code Cook Islands 

Home Building Manual Cook Islands 

Cook Islands 1991 Building Controls and Standards 

Cook Islands Building Controls and Standards (National Building Code) (Amendment) 
(No.2) Order 2005  

Building Controls and Standard (National Building Code) (Amendment) (No.2) Order 2005 
[32%] 
(From Cook Islands Sessional Legislation; 1 January 2005 

Building Controls and Standards Act 1991  
(From Cook Islands Sessional Legislation;  

 

Fiji 

National Building Code for Fiji  

Partial Commentary of the National Building Code Fiji 

 

French Polynesia 

 

Kiribati 

Building Act 2006  
(From Kiribati Sessional Legislation; 1 January 2006 

 

Nauru 

 

New Caledonia 

 

New Zealand 

Building Regulations 

 

Niue 

National Building Code for Niue 

http://www.paclii.org/pg/legis/consol_act/br1994182
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/ck/legis/num_act/bcasbc2o2005600/bcasbc2o2005600.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/ck/legis/num_act
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/ck/legis/num_act/bcasa1991306/?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/ck/legis/num_act
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/ki/legis/num_act/ba200691/ba200691.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/ki/legis/num_act
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Partial Commentary of the National Building Code Niue 

Home Building Manual Niue 

Building Code Act 1992 
(From Niue Consolidated Legislation; 1 January 1992 

 

Samoa 

Ministry of Works Act 2002 [18%] 
(From Consolidated Acts of Samoa 2011; 1 January 2002  

American Samoa 

 

Tonga 

Building Control and Standards Act 2002  
(From Tonga Sessional Legislation; 1 January 2002 

Building Code Regulations 2007 [31%] 
(From Tonga Subsidiary Legislation; 1 January 2007  

 

Tuvalu 

National Building Code for Tuvalu  

Partial Commentary of the National Building Code Tuvalu  

Home Building Manual Tuvalu  

 

Wallis and Futuna 

 

 

 

  

http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/nu/legis/consol_act/bca1992114/bca1992114.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/nu/legis/consol_act
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/ws/legis/consol_act/mowa2002240/mowa2002240.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/ws/legis/consol_act
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/to/legis/num_act/bcasa2002288/bcasa2002288.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/to/legis/num_act
http://www.paclii.org/cgi-bin/disp.pl/to/legis/sub_act/bcr2007223/bcr2007223.html?stem=0&synonyms=0&query=building
http://www.paclii.org/to/legis/sub_act
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Part 4 – Collaborative Research 

 

Scope 

This Part provides a description of partnerships with one or more Australian universities, to research 
building practices (including consideration of human rights in village building).  

  

 

University of Sydney School of Engineering 

Partner Housing Australasia has a Memorandum of Understanding with the University of Sydney School 
of Engineering to cooperate on research projects aimed at improving standard of living through improved 
built environment of Asia-Pacific villages 

Currently (early 2022) a research project is being initiated by the University of Sydney School of 
Engineering that will involve Partner Housing Australasia (and three other major NGOs) in 
collaborative research into the sociological and building issues affecting design and construction 
decision in rebuilding villages damaged by natural disasters. The research will consider all 
relevant factors including those identified as humanitarian issues.  

At this time, the details of the project and the major NGOs that are involved is confidential 
because the funding has not yet been approved. 

When the funding decision has been finalised, details of the project will be included in this part of 
this document. 

As the results of the research are published, relevant summaries will be reproduced here also. 
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Part 5 – Design Outcomes 

 

Scope 

This Part provides analysis and description of various design options for particular Partner Housing 
Australasia programs resulting from the research and analysis outlined in the previous four parts of this 
document.  

 

 

Process 

As designs of particular buildings, water reticulation and latrines are completed, details of the Human 
Rights considerations will be progressively added to this part of the document. 
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ICRC Kalolo Community Health Building – PNG 2015 

    

There are no regulatory requirements covering disability and gender issues for this relatively 
small community health building in an extremely remote location. (Discussed in Part 3). 

Therefore, Partner Housing Australasia and Vision for Homes consulted closely with the 
International Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) to determine their specific requirements to cater for 
disability and gender issues. 

Site specific requirements (further to normal requirements specified elsewhere). 

• This is an area of tribal violence. The previous clinic was burnt down Inspect site during 
construction noting any obvious discrimination. 

• This is in a very isolated region where there would be no wheelchairs. The ICRC did not 
require ramps. Provision of such ramps was considered (in this case) to an unnecessary 
waste of funds. 

 

 

 

  

Risk Analysis

Vision for Homes 

Papua New Guinea

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

Kalolo Community Health Building

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination

Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and reflect 

culture of all potential users. This is an area of tribal violence. The previous 

clinic was burnt down.

5 3 15

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually. Inspect site during 

construction noting any obvious 

discrimination.

Religious or caste discrimination
Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Gender, gender identity, 

sexuality, sexual orientation

Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, 

sexuality or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women
Buildings include appropriate privacy for women. 2 7 14

Ensure buildings are appropriate for 

women 

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with disabilities must be assisted to access 

buildings.
3 5 15

This is in a very isolated region 

where there would be no 

wheelchairs. The ICRC did not 

require ramps

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 3 8 24
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism and money 

laundering

Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis
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WHPHS Umi Community Health Building – PNG 2020 

  

There are no regulatory requirements covering disability and gender issues for this relatively 
small community health building in Dei District, a relatively remote location. (Discussed in Part 3). 

Therefore, Partner Housing Australasia and Vision for Homes consulted closely with the PNG 
Western Highlands Provincial Health Service (WHPHS) to determine their specific requirements 
to cater for disability and gender issues. 

Site specific requirements (further to normal requirements specified elsewhere). 

• This is relatively isolated region, about an hour from Mount Hagen, where there would be 
no wheelchairs. The WHPHS did not require ramps.  

• Commenting on the design, the A/Director Clinical Network WHPHA, stated “… new 
health facility for Umi. I believe as do those who are supporting the rural facilities in 
WHPHA that through this project we have come up with the perfect design for a rural 
health facility to deliver primary care services.”      

 

 
  

Risk Analysis

Vision for Homes 

Papua New Guinea

PNG Western Highlands Provincial Health Service (WHPHS)

Umi Community Health Building

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination

Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and reflect 

culture of all potential users. This is an area of some recorded tribal tension, 

reported independently and noted during the site visit.

3 3 9

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually. Vision for Homes to 

report any obvious discrimination.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women
Buildings include appropriate privacy for women. 2 7 14

Ensure buildings are appropriate for 

women 

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with disabilities must be assisted to access 

buildings.
3 5 15

This is in Dei District, a relatively 

isolated region where there would 

be no wheelchairs. The WHPHA did 

not require ramps.

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 3 8 24
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism and money 

laundering

Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis



Partner Housing Australasia     Human Rights in South Pacific Villages      

P20080801-2b  1 March 2022                           Page 59 

WHPHS Kopeng Community Health Building – PNG 2021  

    

There are no regulatory requirements covering disability and gender issues for this relatively 
small community health building in Dei District, a relatively remote location. (Discussed in Part 3). 

Therefore, Partner Housing Australasia and Vision for Homes is consulting closely with the PNG 
Western Highlands Provincial Health Service (WHPHS) to determine their specific requirements 
to cater for disability and gender issues. 

Site specific requirements (further to normal requirements specified elsewhere). 

• This is relatively isolated region in Western Highlands Province, The WHPHS did not 
require ramps.  

• Almost identical to Umi Community Health Building. See previous comments.      

 

 
  

Risk Analysis

Vision for Homes 

Papua New Guinea

PNG Western Highlands Provincial Health Service (WHPHS)

Kopeng Community Health Building

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination

Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and reflect 

culture of all potential users. This is an area of some recorded tribal tension 

previously.

2 3 6

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually. Vision for Homes to 

report any obvious discrimination.

Religious or caste discrimination
Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Gender, gender identity, 

sexuality, sexual orientation

Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, 

sexuality or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women
Buildings include appropriate privacy for women. 2 7 14

Ensure buildings are appropriate for 

women 

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with disabilities must be assisted to access 

buildings.
3 5 15

This is in a relatively isolated region 

of Western Highlands Province 

where there would be no 

wheelchairs. The WHPHA does not 

require ramps.

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 3 8 24
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism and money 

laundering

Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis
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FCCC Affordable Housing – Vanuatu 2022-2023 (At design stage) 

 

There are no regulatory requirements covering disability and gender issues for Class 1 detached 
houses. Although not required by regulation, Partner Housing Australasia has commissioned the 
design and construction of three standard houses, two of which are constructed with concrete 
slab-on-ground floors which can facilitate wheel chair access if required. There have been 
numerous and community visits during the planning and design stages for community 
consultation. (E Anwar, D Kaunitz, P Cheers, R Johnston) and extensive email dialogue with the 
local member of parliament and planning officials. 

Site specific requirements (further to normal requirements specified elsewhere). 

• These houses are the first of 83 planned affordable houses and several community 
buildings, to be constructed in a new precinct within suburban Port Vila At least some of 
the houses must be capable of wheelchair access.  

     

   

Risk Analysis

Freshwin Community 

Constructions Committee

Vanuatu

Threes houses in Freshwin, Ohlen, Port Vila, Vanuatu

Elevated timber, Timber walls + SOG, Reinforced masonry + SOG

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination
Buildings are for use by people displaced by Cyclone Pam, irrespective of race 

or ethnicity, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Religious or caste discrimination
Buildings are for use by  people displaced by Cyclone Pam, irrespective of 

religion or caste, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Gender, gender identity, 

sexuality, sexual orientation

Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, 

sexuality or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women
Buildings include appropriate privacy for women. 2 7 14

Ensure buildings are appropriate for 

women 

Disabilities
People with disabilities must be able to access at least some of the houses by 

wheel chair.
3 5 15

Provide a choice of houses - 

elevated timber or concrete slab-on-

ground (optional ramp).

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 2 8 16
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism
Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis
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DFAT RCA Water Reticulation – Solomon Islands 2019-2022  

 

   

There are no regulatory requirements covering disability and gender issues for these water 
reticulation installations, although there is a policy directive in respect of community consultation. 
Partner Housing Australasia adheres to this policy document. 

Site specific requirements (further to normal requirements specified elsewhere). 

• In remote villages communal standpipes are not sited too close to houses. They are open 
and used by all, who remain fully clothed.   

• In unpaved remote villages, people with mobility disabilities must be assisted to 
standpipes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Risk Analysis

Ranongga Community 

Association - Western 

Province, Solomon Is.

Design and construction of small dams, pipelines, holding tanks and 

standpipes in remote rural villages of Ranongga and Vella Lavella (Solomon 

Islands).

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination
Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and 

reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Religious or caste discrimination
Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and 

reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Gender, gender identity, 

sexuality, sexual orientation

Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, 

sexuality or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women

In remote villages communal standpipes are not sited too close to houses. 

They are open and used by all, who remain fully clothed.  
2 7 14

Site standipes appropriate for 

women 

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with mobility disabilities must be 

assisted to standpipes.
3 5 15 Standpipes are at ground level.

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 2 8 16
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism
Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis
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SGIA Latrines – Philippines 2015-2022  

     

Latrine during construction (before fitting door) 

Site specific requirements (further to normal requirements specified elsewhere). 

• Latrines are enclosed in outhouses with doors that can be secured form inside.  

• In unpaved remote villages, people with mobility disabilities must be assisted to the 
latrines. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Risk Analysis

Save Gibitngil Island 

Association, Philippines
Design and construction latrines for Gibitngil Islands

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination
Latrines are for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Religious or caste discrimination
Latrines are for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Gender, gender identity, 

sexuality, sexual orientation

Latrines are for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, sexuality 

or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women

Latrines are enclosed in outhouses with doors that can be secured form 

inside. 
2 7 14

Site standipes appropriate for 

women 

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with mobility disabilities must be 

assisted to the latrines.
3 5 15 Standpipes are at ground level.

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 2 8 16
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism
Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis
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Part 6 – Partner Housing Australasia Analysis 

 

Scope 

This Part provides analysis of Partner Housing’s activities in the context of the human rights 
criteria and other key policies of the organisation. 

 

Analyses to be Performed  

The principal activities of Partner Housing Australasia shall be analysed and reported in the 
Annual Report in the following format. This reporting includes consideration and monitoring 
human rights. 

The following analysis is for the activities of the most recent #(2019-2020) financial year. 

 

Breadth of Stakeholder Relationships 
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Vision, Mission and Values 

Partner Housing’s Vision, Mission and Values are set out in the beginning of this Annual Report.  

These are reviewed, modified (if necessary) and ratified these during the July board meeting, and 
recommended for acceptance by the December Annual General Meeting. 
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Outcomes and Impacts 

 

Key Performance

Objectives

Key Performance

Indicators

Performance

Comments

Development and documentation of 

cyclone, earthquake and tsunami 

resistant forms of construction.

Development, prototype testing, pilot construction, full scale 

production and documentation of the DANCER system is well 

advanced in PNG.

Cooperation with a major academic 

institution to promote improved village-

level building regulation, detailing and 

monitoring.

Partner Housing and University of Sydney Engineering Faculty are 

cooperating to promote improved forms of construction and regulation.

Cooperation with South Pacific 

governments to introduce sensible 

regulation of village buildings, supported 

by simple-to-use design and 

construction documents.

Partner Housing cooperates on an ad-hoc basis with Standards 

Australia to promote the use of Australian Standards to various South 

Pacific governments.

Focus the culture of South Pacific villages 

on sustainability of water reticulation and 

sanitation by sensible design, efficient 

construction and regular maintenance.

Delivery of regular training in design, 

construction and maintenance of rural 

water reticulation and sanitation 

systems.

Training programs for improved rural water supply and sanitation have 

been developed for delivery in Solomon Islands. Two maintenance 

personnel are currently employed in Ranongga.

Financial support for overseas programs
Average annual program expenditure 

(averaged over two years)

Total donation all programs $936,038

Village water reticulation $329,353

Village sanitation $100,100

Village buildings & engineering $506,585

Estimate - lives improved during use per 

unit support

Lives improved pa . design life / donation

People . years / AUD $ 

Average of all programs 0.073

Village water reticulation 0.083

Village sanitation 0.070

Village buildings & engineering 0.065

Estimate of lives improved per unit 

expenditure

People whose lives are improved by one year of expenditure x 

number of years of use

Total effect of all programs 67,381

Village water reticulation 27,446

Village sanitation 7,007

Village buildings & engineering 32,928

Provide financial and technical support for 

village programs - village buildings (houses, 

community centres, schools and clinics), 

and water collection and reticulation, septic 

systems and latrines.

Outcomes and Impacts .… how we apply rational analysis to measure the effects of our programs on the communities whom we serve.

Objective …. Our qualitative objectives are stated in the Mission statement at the start of this Annual Report and are summarised as follows.

During the last decade, Partner Housing has developed and consolidated four “services” - 

    •    Pro-bono “Design and Help-Desk” Engineering Services.

    •    Finance, design, materials supply, supervision, mentoring and training for houses, clinics, schools, water and sanitation.

    •    Develop and document the DANCER cyclone, earthquake and tsunami resistant building system.

    •    Training programs for improved rural water supply and sanitation.

Focus the design and construction culture 

on the South Pacific villages on improving 

cyclone, earthquake and tsunami resilience, 

and provide practical assistance to ensure 

this efficiently implemented.
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Risk Management  

 

 

 

Vision for Homes 

Papua New Guinea

Design and construct houses, clinics, schools and community buildings in rural 

villages in the PNG Highlands, Port Moresby and other areas.

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination
Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Religious or caste discrimination
Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.
Gender, gender identity, sexuality 

or sexual orientation 

discrimination

Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, 

sexuality or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.
Poverty, class or socio-economic 

status

(All construction projects are in 

Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of poverty, class or socio-

economic status, and reflect culture of all potential users.
0 3 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Genocide
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate genocide. There is 

no reported genocide where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Torture and cruelty 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate torture or cruelty. 

There is no reported torture or cruelty where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Statelessness
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations are compassionate to stateless 

people. There is no significant statelessness where Partner Housing operates.
0 8 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Refugees
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations have a compassionate approach to 

refugees. There are no reported refugees where Partner Housing operates.
0 8 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Slavery 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate slavery. There is no 

reported slavery where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women
Buildings include appropriate privacy for women. 2 7 14

Ensure buildings are appropriate for 

women 

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with disabilities must be assisted to access 

buildings.
3 5 15

If requested health service, provide 

ramps.

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 2 8 16
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism and money 

laundering

Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Risk Analysis

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Freshwin Community 

Constructions Committee

Vanuatu

Design and construct houses, clinics, schools and community buildings in Port Vila, 

Vanuatu.

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination
Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Religious or caste discrimination
Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.
Gender, gender identity, sexuality 

or sexual orientation 

discrimination

Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, 

sexuality or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.
Poverty, class or socio-economic 

status

(All construction projects are in 

Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of poverty, class or socio-

economic status, and reflect culture of all potential users.
0 3 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Genocide
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate genocide. There is 

no reported genocide where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Torture and cruelty 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate torture or cruelty. 

There is no reported torture or cruelty where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Statelessness
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations are compassionate to stateless 

people. There is no significant statelessness where Partner Housing operates.
0 8 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Refugees
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations have a compassionate approach to 

refugees. There are no reported refugees where Partner Housing operates.
0 8 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Slavery 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate slavery. There is no 

reported slavery where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women
Buildings include appropriate privacy for women. 2 7 14

Ensure buildings are appropriate for 

women 

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with disabilities must be assisted to access 

buildings.
3 5 15

If requested health service, provide 

ramps.

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 2 8 16
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism
Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis



Partner Housing Australasia     Human Rights in South Pacific Villages      

P20080801-2b  1 March 2022                           Page 68 

 

 

  

Ranongga Community 

Association - Western 

Province, Solomon Is.

Design and construction of small dams, pipelines, holding tanks and standpipes in 

remote rural villages of Ranongga and Vella Lavella (Solomon Islands).

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination
Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and 

reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Religious or caste discrimination
Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and 

reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.
Gender, gender identity, sexuality 

or sexual orientation 

discrimination

Reticulated water is for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, 

sexuality or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
1 3 3

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.
Poverty, class or socio-economic 

status

(All construction projects are in 

Buildings are for use by all people, irrespective of poverty, class or socio-

economic status, and reflect culture of all potential users.
0 3 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Genocide
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate genocide. There is 

no reported genocide where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Torture and cruelty 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate torture or cruelty. 

There is no reported torture or cruelty where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Statelessness
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations are compassionate to stateless 

people. There is no significant statelessness where Partner Housing operates.
0 8 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Refugees
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations have a compassionate approach to 

refugees. There are no reported refugees where Partner Housing operates.
0 8 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Slavery 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate slavery. There is no 

reported slavery where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, autid and review 

policies annually.

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women

In remote villages communal standpipes are used, but are not sited too close to 

houses. 
2 7 14 Site standipes appropriate for women 

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with disabilities must be assisted to 

standpipes.
3 5 15 Standpipes are at ground level.

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
2 10 20

Monitor literature, publications and 

audit.

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 2 10 20
Ensure building designs comply with 

Standards.

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 2 8 16
Adhere to Procedures, including 

instruction in travel & site safety 

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
1 3 3

Adhere to Procedures, including 

confidentially.

Anti-terrorism
Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
1 10 10

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

websites DCL, LTO, WBL, ADB, DFAT

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 2 3 6
Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2 2 4

Adhere to Procedures. Monitor 

complaints and appropriate action.

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 2 5 10

Adhere to Procedures. Investigate 

complaints and appropriate action.

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 1 2 2
Adhere to Procedures. Encourage 

open dialogue.

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis
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Positive and Negative Impacts 

Positive impacts 

The positive impacts are reported previously in detail in this Annual Report in the section on 
“Mission”. 

The following is a summary: 

Partner Housing Australasia has deployed $ 936,038 to improve the lives of village 
dwellers in the Asia-Pacific region. The impact (“people whose lives are improved by one 
year of expenditure x number of years of use”) is estimated to be in excess of 67,000 
people-years. 23 

This is consistent with the Vision, Mission and Values of Partner Housing Australasia. 

 

Negative impacts 

Partner Housing Australasia seeks feedback from both the Volunteers who travel to the projects 
on behalf of Partner Housing Australasia (for supervision and auditing) and from the Partner 
Organisations. 

 

2 Partner Housing Australasia (Building) Incorporated, referred to herein as “Partner Housing 
Australasia. 

3 The metric, “people.years”, is derived in the following way. 

1. For each program (water reticulation, sanitation, and building and engineering), the 
“Financial support for overseas programs” is the cumulative donation to the partner 
organisations (monetary donation and/or supply of materials and services) since 2009 
(when the overseas construction projects commenced). 

2. A decade of historical data, tempered by judgement, is used to derive values for “Lives 
improved pa .design life / donation” reported as “people.years / AUD $”. 

• The number of “people whose lives are improved” are estimates based on the 
number of facilities built and the populations of the regions in which the villages 
are located.  

• The number of people using each facility are estimates based loosely on the 
typical population of a village and number of facilities built therein. 

• The design lives of the facilities are conservative (i.e. low) estimates, based 
generally on experience and observation of the cycle of replacement or major 
repairs.  

 

3. The value of “People whose lives are improved by one year of expenditure x number of 
years of use” measured in “people.years” is determined by multiplying the “Financial 
support for overseas programs” by “Lives improved pa. design life / donation”. 

4. The “Total effect of all programs” of “People whose lives are improved by one year of 
expenditure x number of years of use” is determined by adding the three values, (water 
reticulation, sanitation, and building and engineering). 
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No negative impacts have been reported from either of these sources. 

The most likely negative impact would be an over-reliance by village communities on external 
finance and expertise, rather than building self-reliance. There is no evidence of such negative 
impacts, but Partner Housing Australasia continues to be vigilant in watching for this.  

Environmental Sustainability 

Set out below is a report on the environmental impact of the current and previous programs 
funded by Partner Housing Australasia. 

 

Village water reticulation 

Water projects in Ranongga and Vella Lavella in the Western Province of Solomon Islands 
provide drinking water from clean sources in the hills. This is piped to villages in which communal 
stand-pipes are constructed. The material used in the projects are common plumbing pipes, 
tanks and fittings. The projects replace labour-intensive had collection of water with efficient 
piped water and do not have any detrimental effect the natural environment.  

A previous water spring-box project in Papua New Guinea similarly provided clean water to a 
remote village where no reliable source existed without any detrimental effects on the natural 
environment. 

 

Village sanitation 

Water-flush pit latrines are being constructed in Gibitngil Island, Philippines, to replace defecation 
in the sea. The water used to flush the latrines is sea water carried by bucket to the latrines. The 
pits drain through the porous bedrock and do not pollute either the sea or the adjacent land. The 
materials used in the projects are common building materials and fittings. The project reduces 
health hazards without any detrimental effect the natural environment.  

Previous latrine projects in remote villages in Solomon Islands similarly reduce health hazards 
without any detrimental effects on the natural environment. 

 

Village buildings & engineering 

Village houses, clinics and educational buildings are being constructed in Papua New Guinea. 
The materials used in the projects are common building materials and fittings. The project 
provides safe shelter and community health and education facilities without any detrimental effect 
the natural environment.  

Cyclone-resistant village houses are being designed for the Freshwin Precinct for Port Vila, 
Vanuatu.  The materials used in the projects are common building materials and fittings. The 
project provides safe shelter without any detrimental effect the natural environment.  

Previous cyclone anchorage programs in Solomon Islands, Fiji and Cook Islands increase safety 
without any detrimental effects on the natural environment. 
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Part 7 – In-country Monitoring of Human Rights 
 

Scope 

This Part sets out the requirement for on-going in-country monitoring of human rights. 

 

Purpose 

It must be emphasised that, although the design process is informed by the data described in this 
document, it is only one tool in the armoury of the professional designer.   

Designs are also based on stakeholder consultation, including on-site discussion with residents 
of the villages where buildings and infrastructure are to be constructed. 

 

Form of Monitoring Human Rights 

Partner Housing Australasia recognises that it does not have the resources to carry out detailed 
surveys of human rights throughout the countries where projects exist.  

Partner Housing Australasia also recognises that it has the responsibility to monitor project 
implementation for obvious breaches of human rights describe previously in this document. 

 

Generic Monitoring Human Rights  

Based on various sources (DFAT bulletins, Smart traveler, news bulletins etc.), some 
considerations (genocide, torture and cruelty, statelessness, refugees and slavery) have been 
assessed are presenting zero (or very low) risk in the vicinity of the program sites. Therefore, 
these have been excluded from the formal site report, although this will be reviewed in the light of 
any evidence to the contrary.  

Formal reporting on “poverty, class or socio-economic status” is also excluded from the formal 
site report, since these are considered at the project planning stage and all projects are in 
located in poor rural villages or poor affordable housing programs.  

The following table is the generic reporting of these considerations -  

 

 

  

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Poverty, class or socio-economic 

status 

Buildings are for use by all, irrespective of poverty, class or socio-economic 

status, and reflect culture of all potential users. All work is in poor rural villages.
0 3 0

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Genocide
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate genocide. There is 

no reported genocide where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Torture and cruelty 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate torture or cruelty. 

There is no reported torture or cruelty where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Statelessness
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations are compassionate to stateless 

people. There is no significant statelessness where Partner Housing operates.
0 8 0

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Refugees
Partner Housing and partner organsiations are compassionate to refugees. There 

are no reported refugees where Partner Housing operates.
0 8 0

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Slavery 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate slavery. There is no 

reported slavery where Partner Housing operates.
0 10 0

Monitor literature, audit and review 

policies annually.

Risk Analysis

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements
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Form for In-country Monitoring Human Rights 

Partner Housing Australasia personnel visiting overseas projects shall record their observations 
of obvious breaches of human rights, using the following proforma formats.   

 

 

 

 

Risk Analysis

Project: Description:

Likelihood

1 to 10

Consequence

1 to 10

Risk Rating

Lik.. x Cons..
Proposed Treatment and Mitigation

Racial or ethnic discrimination
Infrastructures is for use by all people, irrespective of race or ethnicity, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
3

Religious or caste discrimination
Infrastructures is for use by all people, irrespective of religion or caste, and reflect 

culture of all potential users.
3

Gender, gender identity, 

sexuality, sexual orientation

Infrastructures is for use by all people, irrespective of gender, gender identity, 

sexuality or sexual orientation, and reflect culture of all potential users.
3

Poverty, class or socio-economic 

status 

Infrastructures is for use by all, irrespective of poverty, class or socio-economic 

status, and reflect culture of all potential users. All work is in poor rural villages.
3

Genocide
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate genocide. There is 

no reported genocide where Partner Housing operates.
10

Torture and cruelty 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate torture or cruelty. 

There is no reported torture or cruelty where Partner Housing operates.
10

Statelessness
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations are compassionate to stateless 

people. There is no significant statelessness where Partner Housing operates.
8

Refugees
Partner Housing and partner organsiations are compassionate to refugees. There 

are no reported refugees where Partner Housing operates.
8

Slavery 
Partner Housing and its partner organsiations do not tolerate slavery. There is no 

reported slavery where Partner Housing operates.
10

Women's rights and discrimination 

against women
Infrastructures includes appropriate privacy for women. 7

Disabilities
In unpaved remote villages, people with disabilities must be assisted to access 

infrastructure.
5

Child protection
Ensure that there is no risk to children, including risks related to images and sex 

exploitation.
10

Child rights Ensure that buildings are safely accessible to children. 10

Worker health & safety Minimise risk of injury or death occurring during the project. 8

Privacy
Minimise risk of private information being exposed as a result of Partner Housing 

activities.
3

Anti-terrorism and money 

laundering

Minimise risk of facilitating terrorism through money laundering or sponsoring 

inappropriate activity.
10

Complaints Handling Ensure that all complaints will be properly considered. 3

Non-development Activity
Ensure that non-development activity will no tbe undertaken during the project 

execution.
2

Bullying, Sexual Harassment & 

Misconduct
Ensure that the is no bullying, sexual harassment or misconduct. 5

Whistle Blowing Facilitate the exposure of wrong-doing. 2

Likelihood is the probability of the occurrence taking place - 

0 means never; 5 means  50% chance; 10 means 100% probability.

Consequence - 0 none; 5 moderate ; 10 disasterous.

Consideration Context and Specific Design Requirements

Risk Analysis


